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Caravana 43 parents rally support at CSUS 


By Alisha Garcia 
@lishaegar 


President Alexander Gonzalez 
spoke at the opening of the Sac- 
ramento State College of Arts 
and Letters U-Create Night on S 
street in Downtown Sacramento 
between 7th and 8th Street. 

Gonzalez thanked the spon- 


sors for helping 
in the process of 
conducting the 
event. 

“Sacramento is 
a place you can 
live with a quali- 
ty of life that you 
can’t experience 
anywhere else,” 
Gonzalez said. 

The festival 
lasted from 
Thursday to Sunday, showcas- 
ing different art forms such as 
dances, music and theater per- 
formances done by students and 
faculty from Sac State. Film, 
poster and PowerPoint presen- 
tations on vintage clothing col- 
lections were also available for 
viewing. 
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“These students are 
passionate, they care 
and are valuable to the 
community, and do 
good work.” 


Amanda Haddan, 
spanish and math major 


U-Create Night was an event 
to display the research and cre- 
ative activities done by faculty 
and students, as well as other 
local artists. 

Showcases were held at the 
Verge Center for the Arts studio, 
Beatnik Studios and at Insight 
Coffee Roasters. The Verge 
Center for the Arts and Beat- 
nik Studios 
were found- 
ed by Cali- 
fornia State 
University 
alumni. 

Liv Moe, 
executive di- 
rector for the 
Verge Center 
for the Arts, 
introduced 
Gonzalez 
and stated that strengthening art 
institutions and programs at Sac 
State are important in making a 
long-term impact on the Sacra- 
mento community. 

Amanda Haddan, a 26-year- 
old Spanish and math major, 
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The mother of missing 19-year-old Jorge Alvarez Nava, Blanca Luz Nava Velez (center), describes the various reasons the Mexican govern- 
ment provided the parents of the missing children while speaking in the University Union Redwood Room on Thursday, April 9, 2015. 


Gonzalez opens 
at Festival of Arts 


Sac State president gives 
keynote speech at beginning 
of festival in Downtown 
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(Left) Firefighters hose down : storage sh 
electric handsaw on Tuesday, March 17, 2015. (Right) The fire-damaged shed remains unused while waiting for repairs. 


Facilities unsure of shed’s status 


Department deciding on whether to tear or repair building 


By Jonathan Ayestas 
and Zack Jordan 
@jonayestas 
@washjones 


After the fire damage to the 
equipment shed by The WELL 
on March 17, what will happen 
to the shed next is still uncertain. 

Most of the damage inflict- 
ed on the equipment inside the 
shed was from smoke that cov- 
ered everything inside the shed 
with a burnt smell and a layer 
of soot, making a substantial 
amount of items unusable. 

“This is the sort of stuff that 
takes years to collect, because 
you need it one time and maybe 
the next time you need it will be 
two years later and say ‘hey | 
know where it is; it’s back here- 


- we'll go get it,’” said Risk 
Management Director Kirtland 
Stout. 

Stout said the cause of the 
fire was a golf cart charger that 
short-circuited. 

The closed doors in the shed 
led to a pressure in heat that 
seeped through partitions be- 
tween storage units. 

Eight to nine-inch gaps on 
walls along the partitions gave 
a way for the smoke to move 
from one unit to the next, which 
eventually engulfed the entire 
shed in heat. 

“These other units ended up 
with a tremendous amount of 
petroleum-based soot, plastics 
and rubbers and products of 
combustion,” Stout said. 

Most of the equipment that was 
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By Andres De Leon 


@dleonandres 


Parents of the 43 Mexican students from 
Ayotzinapa Normal School who went missing 
last year in Guerrero, Mexico, spoke to Sacra- 
mento State students, faculty and community 
members. 

They are the Caravana 43, one of the three 
caravans that are stopping in over 40 U.S. cit- 
ies providing forums to students and parents 
who have lost loved ones through government 
violence. Sacramento was visited on Thurs- 
day as one of those cities. 

“We ask you to support us in demanding that 
the [Mexican] government return our children 
because the government knows where they 
are,” said Blanca Luz Nava Velez, mother of 
19-year-old Jorge Alvarez Nava, one of the 
missing Ayotzinapa students. 

One student from Ayotzinapa said he wit- 
nessed the event and gave his side of the story 
of what he saw on Sept. 26, 2014. 

“That night in Iguala [Guerrero], all the peo- 
ple we saw were agents of the Mexican state: 
policemen- all kinds of levels of police men- 
even soldiers,” said 19-year-old Angel Neri 
De La Cruz Ayala. 

Parents of the missing Ayotzinapa students 
believe the Mexican government took them, 
even though their government provided an of- 
ficial account of events that occurred the night 
the students went missing. 

Parents like Luz Nava Velez do not believe 
the government’s story and have contin- 
ued their search for information, adding that 
they were bribed by their government to stop 
investigating. 

“As mothers and fathers, we are going to 
search to wherever it takes us, with whomever 
we need to and we will not be silenced,” Velez 
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he track field after cutting open the door with an 


caught in the shed was thrown 


out because of the permanent 


damage inflicted by the fire. 

“The problem is by the time 
you invest in all the labor to 
clean something up, what you 
have is something that’s already 
old, worn out, now it’s sooty 
and dirty and partially cleaned 
up because you can’t clean up 
that stuff totally,” Stout said. “It 
soaks right in the woods and fi- 
bers. By the time you’ ve invest- 
ed all this money to clean it up, 
you just have something that’s 
old and junky.” 

Nathan Parise, who practices 
athletic training and sports med- 
icine for the Athletic Training 
Education Program on campus, 
listed the equipment that was 
burned from the fire included 
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football pads, pole vault poles, 
discuses and shots. 

“If you look at all the equip- 
ment that was lost, that’s a lot of 
money lost,” Praise said. 

Parise said this would affect 


the athletes because the equip- 


ment is needed for everyday 
use. Without it, they would not 
be able to efficiently perform 
their routines or practices. 
Director of Facility Operations 
Daryn Ockey said the fire was 
not a big hit for his department 
because most of what was in the 
shed was athletic equipment. 
“Facilities Management had 
one bay that housed some of our 
Grounds equipment and sup- 
plies we use to support the c 
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First forum 


of six begins 





By Christine Kittle 
@kittlechristine 


Five candidates for the spring 
2015 Associated Students Inc. 
elections informed voters of 
their personal platforms and ob- 


jectives at the Summit Room in 


the University Union at Sacra- 
mento State. 

The Monday forum was the 
first of six candidate forums 
that will be offered to Sac State 
students. This first forum was 
for the positions of director of 
Education, director of Graduate 


impaction,” Mia Kagianas said. 
John Houser , the sole candi- 
date for the director of Educa- 
tion, wants to be available to 
every member of his college. 
‘So in the past I have felt that 
my voice wasn’t as heard and 
that my opinions did not mat- 
er,” John Houser said. “I am 
very adamant about hearing 
from all the students in my col- 
lege and hearing their concerns 
so that I can help them and em- 
power them. I hope to utilize 
social media to help connect 
and unite all the students in my 
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Students, and director of Unde- 
clared Students. 


fragmented college. I will also 
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Felicia Vasquez, who is run- 
ning for director of Undeclared 
Students, said she would like to 
improve outreach to them. 

“It can be difficult to reach out 
to undeclared students” Vasquez 
said. “To get the input from my 
particular college I will go to 
first year seminars, present to 
them the learning communities, 
connect to the peer mentors, 
the career center, those are the 
people who know where the un- 
declared students are, who they 
are so I can connect with them 
and figure out what their con- 
cerns are, and I can share what 
my concerns are and we can 
collaborate on that.” 

The other candidate for unde- 
clared students, Mia Kagianas, 
hopes to address class impac- 
tion at Sac State and give stu- 
dents without a declared major 
more of a voice at the adminis- 
trative level. 

“What I’ve notice is that there 
isn’t enough funding for certain 
programs at our school which 
causes students to have more of 
a difficult time getting into their 
specific college which creates 


be holding office hours and 
would encourage everyone to 
come talk to me.” 

John Meidinger, one of three 
candidates for the college of 
Graduate Studies, would like to 
get input from his wide-ranging 
college in a formal way through 
an advisory council. 

“As the next director of grad- 
uates studies, I will make it my 
number one priority to follow 
through with the establishment 
of a graduate students advisory 
committee,” John Meidinger 
said. “A committee of 10 to 12 
students that represent each of 
the colleges within the Grad- 
uate Studies program here on 
campus that will give me valu- 
able insight into the problems 
and issues facing all graduate 
students, and I will take that to 
the board and make sure and 
work like hell to get our voices 
heard on the ASI board.” 

The advisory committee is 
something that Demariye Smith, 
another of the three candidates 
for the position of director of 
Graduate Studies, would like to 
see be a reality. 

“We have to identify leaders 
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in each college and get them 
to meet maybe once a month,” 
Smith said“I believe that rep- 
resentational leadership is the 
lowest form of leadership. Peo- 
ple follow you because they 
have to not because they want 
to. So one of the things I would 
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BLOOD, MARROW 
& PLATELET DRIVE 


Tuesday, April 28" 
Wednesday, April 29" 





10 am - 5 PM 


University Union Ballroom 


Please eat and drink plenty prior to donating. 
Please bring a photo ID. 


To Volunteer: Email sacstateblooddrive@gmail.com 
Sponsors: ASI, The Green Army, The Hornet 
Bookstore, The WELL, The University Union 
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want to do is establish that re- 
lationship with students of the 
colleges, create that advisory 
committee. Some of the things 
] want to do as far as creating 
initiatives is I wanna solicit help 
from other graduate students. 
Again, some of them might not 
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have the time to come to the 
ASI board meetings but a lot 
of them do want to have input 
on subcommittee and small 
projects.” 

The candidates answered 
pre-written questions as well 
as a couple questions from the 
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audience. These questions were 
about who they are as leaders, 
what they hope to do with ASI, 
and what their favorite ASI ser- 
vice or program is. 

Keith Ellis, third candidate for 
the position of director of Grad- 
uate Studies was not present. 
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Students share agendas 


By Christine Kittle 
@kittlechristine 


Seven candidates running for 
Associated Students Inc. elec- 
tions this year participated in 
the third of six candidate fo- 
rums held in the University 
Union’s Summit Room at Sac- 
ramento State on April 9. 

Candidates described their 
platforms to constituents at the 
Thursday forum, which were 
for the positions of director of 
Business Administration, direc- 
tor of Engineering and Com- 
puter Science, and director of 
Social Sciences and Interdisci- 
plinary Studies. 

There are three candidates 
running for director of Social 
Sciences and Interdisciplinary 
Studies. All 
three shared 
their desire 
to represent 
their major. 

Joseph 
Johnson was 
the first can- 
didate repre- 
senting SSIS, 
and he shared 
the  impor- 
tance of lis- 
tening to his 
constituency if elected. 

“My number one _ priority 
would be to receive feedback 
from the students, cause what 
my priorities may be may not 
be the priorities at all that the 
SSIS college students have,” 
Johnson said. “The only role 
the director of SSIS should be 
is to represent the voices of the 
students of their college.” 

Another of the three candi- 
dates for the director of SSIS 
was George Lopez, who shared 
his belief in the utilization of 
internships. 

“IT want to identify profession- 
al development opportunities,” 
Lopez said. “A lot of the in- 
ternship opportunities are really 
scattered, the availability of in- 





fm, | Pacific 





Center 


x aR " ae 4 
S b 
er raen 


ae is 


‘SOLANO.EDU | 7 


“| want to let our busi- 
ness students know 
what resources are 

available to them in or- 

der for them to perform 
better academically.” 


Jesus Esquivel, 
candidate for ASI 


Fertility > 


ternships is not universal.” 

The last candidate for the di- 
rector of SSIS is Aryn Fields. 
Fields said providing academic 
opportunities is the most im- 
portant thing if elected. 

“My number one priority is 
to provide the best academic 
opportunities for SSIS students 
both on and off the campus,” 
Fields said. “On the campus, | 
really want to focus on work- 
ing with clubs and reinvigorat- 
ing the SSIS Joint Council, and 
off the campus, internships, 
they are extremely vital to the 
experience that we have here. 
I don’t think that you can just 
have great academic experience 
just inside of the classroom 
and in a classroom setting. You 
need to be able 
to branch out 
and experience 
what it is like 
to work in your 
field of study.” 

The only 
candidate for 
the director of 
Engineering 
and Computer 
Science is Di- 
ana Vega, who 
wants to high- 
light student engagement and 
class availability within their 
major. 

“My number one priority for 
the college of ECS would be 
to help students find the rea- 
son why they are pursuing their 
degree in the first place, and I 
would do that by advocating 
increased involvement with 
clubs,” Vega said. “I also want 
to make it my priority to ad- 
vocate for funding at the state 
level because I know it’s really 
hard to get into the prerequisite 
classes to even go to their major 
classes, and I think that’s really 
important for students to gradu- 
ate in at least four to five years.” 

There are three candidates run- 
ning for the director of the Col- 
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lege of Business Administration 
position. All three candidates 
shared their desire for students 
to take advantage of opportu- 
nities on campus for business 
students. 

The first candidate and current 
director of Business Adminis- 
tration, Jesus Esquivel, wants to 
focus on work opportunities for 
business students. 

“T want to let our business stu- 
dents know what resources are 
available to them in order for 
them to perform better academ- 
ically,” said Esquivel. “I want 
to invite companies that haven’t 
come to get our students. There 
is a lack of representation of Sac 
State students at like Wells Far- 
go, Google, Ernst and Young, 
Deloitte, and fortunately for me, 
I know those people and what I 
want to do as your next director 
of business is encourage them 
to come over here and recruit 
not only for business students 
but for everyone at Sac State.” 

Daseul Song, another can- 
didate for the same position, 
wants to make sure students 
are aware of what resources are 
available to them. 

“My number one priority if 
elected is to tell everyone in the 
business major what is available 
to them,” Song said. “In the 
business services department, 
I think a lot of students don’t 
know that they offer I think al- 
most $100,000 in scholarships 
for just business students.” 

The last candidate for the po- 
sition is Chris Saenz, who said 
he wants to focus on alleviating 
impaction in his major. 

“If elected, my number one 
priority for the college of busi- 
ness is to maximize classroom 
availability,” Saenz said. “I feel 
like a lot of students can’t grad- 
uate on time because they cant 
get the classes that they deserve 
and need.” 

ASI elections will be held 
April 21 and 22. 
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Voters can make notable 
progress in campaigns 





Associated Students Inc. is the 
student government representing 
Sacramento State students and 
draws its funds from the student 
paid ASI fee. Every year, elections 
for ASI director positions repre- 
senting 14 different colleges are 
held to see who serves on behalf 
of all students on campus. 

Each director represents their 
specific department in committee 
meetings and when they lobby to 
resolve issues preventing students 


from receiving a quality ed- 
ucation. Tuition costs 
their 
and 


are not at 
friendliest 
the recession’s 
effects can still 
be seen. 

We appreciate 
that ASI has an 
opportunity to 
influence student 
concerns and we ap- 


preciate it even more, that 


ASI recognizes 





By Jonathan Ayestas 
@jonayestas 


Members of Associated Stu- 
dents Inc. recognized President 
Alexander Gonzalez’s 12 years 
of service as campus president 
with a ceremonial mention be- 
fore commencing their weekly 
board meeting in the Foothill 
Suite at Sacramento State. 

Lauren Lombardo, ASI pres- 
ident at Sac State, presented 
Gonzalez with a gift basket be- 
fore he spoke at the podium. 

“It really has been a pleasure 
working with all of you,” Gon- 
zalez said. “I just wish I could 
have had the time to meet all of 
you one on one and spend the 
time that would be necessary to 
really get to know you.” 

Michael Bloss II, ASI vice 
president of finance, presented 
the budget for external grants, 
which are requests made by 
various organizations like 
UNIQUE for funding based on 
their needs. 


Sacramento State University President Alexan 
ism Association of Community Colleges 2015 
ever U-Create, an event hosted by the university’s 


Gonzalez’s service 


The amount of requests is re- 
portedly at an all-time high. 
Bloss said external grants 
should be intended for startup 
programs and should not be de- 
pended on as a regular source of 
income. 

“We’re trying to use the stu- 
dent dollars in the best way pos- 
sible, every dollar making sure 
it benefits the students in some 
way,: Bloss said. 

Before ending his speech in the 
Foothill Suite, Gonzalez spoke 
about Robert Nelsen, who was 
appointed as the eighth presi- 
dent for Sac State on March 25. 

“He’ll be really working well 
with the students,’ Gonzalez 
said. “For those of you who 
are going to be here next year, 
I hope you welcome him and 
work with him and get him on 
your side right away so he can 
start working for you as well.” 

Gonzalez’s term will end July 
1, 2015, in which Nelsen will 
take over leadership of the 
campus. 


SHED: SMOKE CAUSES DAMAGE 
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competition athletic fields,” 
said Ockey. “We really didn’t 
lose much that was valuable. 
Most of our stuff was cleaned 
and suitable for use.” 

For the first few weeks since 
the fire at the 


can be used and what has to be 
repaired. 

Facilities arranged for modu- 
lar units to hold salvaged equip- 
ment from the shed. 

Stout said the costs for repairs 
would be around $250,000. 

Sac State’s insurance plan of- 

fers a $100,000 





shed, Risk “They’re in the process deductible for 
Management ; j ‘ the structure it- 
was in charge right ae of figuring self, but not the 
of emptying everything out. They’ve contents inside 
out the shed got to figure out timing the shed. 

and leaving and funding, all that Facilities 
it in a con- Management 


dition where 


stuff and what needs to 





said they would 


it would not be done.” not know what 
present a haz- was going to 
ils Kirtland Stout, director a eee - 
by it. of Risk Management til the end of 
Stout said the month and 
once Risk that other. op- 
Manage- tions are being 
ment finished with their re- thought of. 

sponsibilities for the shed, “They’ve [Facilities Manage- 


jurisdiction of the shed went 
to Facilities Management, 
where they will decide what 


ment] got to figure out a lot of 
stuff and it might take a few 
months,” said Stout. 
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college 


we as the student population, 
have the chance to elect 
individuals who hold 
influence over our 
experi- 
ence. It goes with- 
out saying that 
we admire efforts 
to increase pub- 
licity of elections, 
resulting in a huge 
turnout of candidates as 
compared to last year's 11 out 


of 14 uncontested positions. 


Students should vote in the ASI 
elections this April 21 and 22 be- 
cause the large amount of candi- 
dates to choose from gives people 
a chance to make a difference. 
With the addition of a vote of no 
confidence for the few positions 
uncontested this year, students 
now more than ever can exert 
their own influence on the gov- 


ernment that defines Sac State. 


CARAVANA: STUDENTS GONE 


CONTINUED, At 


said. “They tried to silence us 
with money, with a million pe- 
sos so that we would be silent, 
but my child is priceless.” 

The caravan stressed the im- 
portance and power students 
around the world have. They 
believe it is the responsibili- 
ty of students to outreach and 


punities are not something that 
only exist in Mexico, we real- 
ize that it exist here, too.” 

Sac State students like third- 
year social work major Maria 
Perez agrees with Ayala. 

“Now I feel more like it’s in 
our hands to do something, and 
we should do something, and 
not just because we are here 
lin the U.S.| 





means that we 
don’t have a 
say on what’s 
going on,” Pe- 
rez said. 

The Caravana 
43 will contin- 
ue its course 
Oregon, 
stopping by 
different cities 
and moving 
on from. state 
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to tell all of 

you young 
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cents, at parent from the 

oe Caravan 43 

sibility to do 

something 

about this 


falls on us, because if we do 
nothing than these atrocities 
will go on if we don’t do any- 
thing,” said caravana student 
Neri De La Cruz Ayala. “And 
we also realize that police im- 





Two dancers for the dance company BANDALOOP wave 
ramento State on the north wall of the Library on Friday, 


" ning tne Ower in 


to state where 
eventually they will meet up 
with the other two caravans in 
New York. There, an organized 
march to the United Nations is 
scheduled to take place in late 
April. 
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Pore Guiivie OF CALVIN ee 
der Gonzalez speaks to a student reporter competing in the Journal- 
State Conference on April 9, 2015. Gonzalez was attending the first 
College of Arts & Letters, in Downtown Sacramento, Calif. 
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FESTIVAL: ARTISTS WELCOME 


CONTINUED, A1 


works for the College of Arts 
and Letters dean’s office and 
explained how strengthening 
Sac State’s focus on collaborat- 
ing with the Sacramento com- 
munity makes people happy 
knowing others are willing to 
engage with them. 

“These students are passion- 
ate, they care and are valuable 
to the community, and do good 
work,” Haddan said. 

Karin Caves, board member 
for the Verge Center for the 
Arts, described the Sacramento 
art community as hidden and 
how the art studio tries to have 
affordable spaces available for 
members in that community. 

“There is a place for them and 
this place is the Verge,” Caves 
said. “We work with traditional, 
modern and contemporary art.” 

Justin Corpuz, a 19-year-old 
interpersonal communications 
major who is currently running 
for Associated Students Inc. 
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director of Arts and Letters, 
thought the event was a good 
way to-show Sac State students’ 
abilities and the results of their 
work. 

Corpuz said that when stu- 
dents are being recognized, it 
can inspire others to follow 
their dreams and passions. 

Corpuz also said people com- 
promise pursuing what they 
love to aim for a more profitable 
job, describing U-Create Night 
as a way to show that it is pos- 
sible to do what you love. Art 
is looked at differently by peo- 
ple and Corpuz said students 
should know there is a commu- 
nity ready to support them. 

“The College of Arts and Let- 
ters produces the most creative 
minds that Sac State has to of- 
fer,” Corpuz said. 

For more information on the 
College of Arts & Letters at Sac 
State, go to www.csus.edu/al/ or 
call 916-278-6502. 





i 


ANDREW WATSON - THE STATE HORNET 


to the crowd after the first of three performances at Sac- 
April 10, 2015. The company p 


erforms all over the world, 
ET 4 7 a’ Bu po i 


al © ne AL 









Baseball 
struggles 
during 
road trip 
Story on B2 





rep for 
Big Sky 
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By Giuliana Grana 
@ggstatehornet 





Sacramento State women’s 
golf wrapped up their last tour- 
nament before competing in the 
Big Sky Conference Champi- 
onship on April 19 in Chandler, 
Arizona. 

The Hornets finished 13th out 
of 20 teams, with junior Rock- 
elle Sande leading the team at 
the Wyoming Cowgirl Classic 
on April 7. 

“My goal was to take it shot by 
shot and hole by hole,” Sande 
said. “If I had a bad shot I just 
tried to stay focused and not 
think about what just happened, 
but rather stay focused on the 
moment I was in.” 

Sande shot a 79-74-68-221 in 
the Cowgirl Classic and finished 
tied for ninth place. Last year at 
the same tournament she record- 
ed her previous collegiate best, 
carding a round of 71. 

She is currently tied for the 
ninth-lowest in the Hornets’ re- 
cord book for the women’s indi- 
vidual 54-hole with her score of 
221. Sande also moved into third 
place for Hornets’ career shoot- 
ing average with 77.67, which 
puts her behind Lisa Persson 
and Julie Shutler, respectively. 

“T think I played solid all week- 
end,” Sande said. “I started be- 
hind in the first round, but I was 
able to bounce back and play 
well in the next two rounds.” 

The team shot combined 
rounds of 294 and were 6-over- 
par in the third round, which 
tied the second-best team score 
of the day in the Cowgirl Classic 
and the third-best in Sac State 
school history. 

Ten of 12 Big Sky teams com- 
peted in the Cowgirl Classic, 
with the University of Idaho 
Vandals leading the conference 
in the tournament combining for 
a team total of 914. Sac State 
finished in fourth place and was 
six strokes shy of Idaho’s score. 

Senior Sagee Palavivatana led 
the team in the first two rounds 
of the Cowgirl Classic. She fin- 


SEE GOLF, B3 





By Karah Butac 
@karah_shsports 


The Sacramento State wom- 
en’s rowing team is at their 
halfway point for this season 
and competed against nationally 
ranked teams this weekend. 

On Saturday and Sunday, Sac 
State hosted and competed in 
the Lake Natoma Invitation- 
al against Stanford University, 
Brown University, UC Berke- 
ley, University of Rhode Is- 
land, University of San Diego, 
Loyola Marymount University 
and Gonzaga University. 

Sac State’s varsity four came 
in second and broke a school 
record on Saturday with the 
time of 7 minutes, 28 seconds, 
behind Brown’s 7:12 and ahead 
of Gonzaga, who came in third 
with 7:39. No other Sac State 
varsity four team has finished 
that fast in 2,000 meters. 

Sac State finished in seventh, 
Cal came in first, Stanford and 
Brown tied for second, Notre 
Dame came in fourth, San Di- 
ego in fifth, Gonzaga in sixth 
and Loyola Marymount and 
Rhode Island tied for eighth. 

Co-captain and senior Mi- 
chelle Evers is happy with the 
way her last season is going. 
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Senior Paige Castro snags a pop fly in the outfield in front of senior Alexa Chattleton in a game against UC Davis on Wednesday, April 8, 2015 at Shea 
Stadium at Sacramento State. The Hornets came back from a 4-2 deficit to defeat the Aggies 5-4 as Castro had one hit in her two at-bats for the game. 


Team leaders hope for conference championship rings in final season 


By Jeremiah Martinez 
@j_martinez559 


In their final season of college 
eligibility, the seniors of Sacra- 
mento State softball intend to ac- 
complish two goals: win the reg- 
ular season title and host the Big 
Sky Conference Tournament. 

“T want that ring more than 
anything,” said senior outfielder 
Alexa Chattleton. “To go out of 
here winning a conference cham- 
pionship would mean the world 
to me.” 

Currently, the Hornets are tied 
for first place with Idaho State 
University with a 10-2 Big Sky 
record. Both teams are also one 
game ahead of Weber State Uni- 
versity, who has a conference re- 
cord of 9-3. 
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They said it is important for 
them to end their collegiate ca- 
reers on a remarkable note, be- 
cause it might be their last op- 
portunity to play softball at this 
level of competition. 

“It’s the last chance to go on 
the field and play collegiate 
softball,” said senior outfielder 
Paige Martin. “[We have] to give 
it our all and go out with a bang 
and hopefully win a conference 
championship.” 

In the Hornets’ three-game se- 
ries against at the University of 
North Dakota on April 10 and 
11, Martin tied for seventh all- 
time in school history when she 
hit three home runs in the series 
to bring her career total to 11. 

This season, Martin is batting 
301 with a team-leading five 
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home runs and 26 RBIs. 

For senior catcher Paris Prado, 
this season is important because 
she regained a year of eligibility 
and a final chance to compete for 
a Big Sky title. Prado said her 
final season is an opportunity to 
create experiences with team- 
mates for a final time. 

“T want to make sure I’m do- 
ing it right and appreciating all 
the moments I had,” Prado said. 
“I’m focused on creating mem- 
ories with my team and having 
fun.” 

Prado has played in 23 games 
this season and has contributed 
in a reserve role for most of the 
year. In her collegiate career at 
Sac State she has a batting av- 
erage of .243 with 10 RBIs and 
one home run that occurred this 


Rowing strives to win conference, earn bid for N 





season against Santa Clara Uni- 
versity on Feb. 14. 

The team has resurged in Big 
Sky play, winning 12 of their last 
15 games to improve to 21-19 
overall. 

One of their most significant 
moments among the _ seniors 
came on April 8 when Sac State 
hosted its rival, UC Davis, in a 
causeway game. It was import- 
ant for the seniors because it 
marked the last time they will 
face off against the Aggies. 

Chattleton hit a walk-off RBI 
triple in the bottom of the sev- 
enth inning to score fellow senior 
outfielder Nicole Clark, who was 
on first base, and won the game 
5-4 over UC Davis. 

The triple was hit to left-center 
on a full count. 
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The Hornets’ rowing team finishes the second event of the afternoon of the Lake Natoma Invitational at the Sacramento 
State Aquatic Center on Saturday, April 11, 2015. With a time of 7:53.1, Sacramento State came in last for this event. 


“So far it’s been really good, 
we started off the season really 
strong,” Evers said. “All of our 
boats posted fast times that we 
can build off of. We went down 
to San Diego and we had three 
boats make grand finals, and 
then our second varsity eight 
went to the petite final and we 


all finished that race really 
strong. I think it puts us in a re- 
ally good place for this season.” 

The rowing team is broken up 
into five different teams based 
on their speed and size. The 
fastest boat is known as the 
varsity eight, followed by the 
second varsity and third varsity. 


The Hornets also compete in the 
varsity four, and the last boat is 
the second varsity four. 

Their season goes on for an 
academic year, and they started 
with their first regatta on Oct. 25 
at Head of the American at Lake 
Natoma. The Hornets competed 
with three boats, as the varsity 


eight boat placed ninth, the sec- 
ond varsity boat placed 16th and 
the third varsity boat finished in 
22nd. 

The Hornets, who are part of 
the American Athletic Confer- 
ence, competed in San Diego on 
March 28 and 29, and the varsi- 
ty eight finished in third, earn- 


“Everyone likes to come out 
and watch our Davis games, so 
it’s really important for us to 
come out and give them a good 
game to watch,” Chattleton said. 
“It’s not just for our team, but it’s 
for the school.” 

Chattleton is one of two players 
on the team batting over .400, 
the other being junior Sasha 
Margulies. With 10 games left 
in the regular season, Chattle- 
ton and Margulies could become 
the fourth and fifth players to 
hit over .400 in the program’s 
NCAA Division I era (1990 to 
present) in a single season. 

The senior outfielder also has 
recorded one home run and 16 
RBIs. 


SEE SOFTBALL, B2 


CAA race 


ing a bronze for the first time in 
five years. 

Co-captain and senior Kim 
Gross made goals for her final 
season and thinks her team is 
on the right track to meeting her 
goals. 

“We definitely have had a good 
start to the goals we want to ac- 
complish by the end,’ Gross 
said. “We really need to keep 
momentum going and getting 
better and better. Our main goal 
this season is to win conference 
SO we get an automatic bid into 
NCAA.” 

With conference champi- 
onships coming up on April 
25 and 26, the Hornets have 
some improvements to make 
to be better and prepared for 
championships. 

Evers is hoping to be the best 
leader she can be in her last 
season. 

“For me, it would be to make 
the boat I’m in faster and better 
and be a leader as a captain to 
show the younger girls rowing 
and be a good role model to 
them,” Evers said. 

Head coach for the past 13 sea- 
sons Mike Connors knows what 


SEE ROWING, B2 
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Jose CarRLos MAGANA - THE STATE HORNET 


Sacramento State baseball’s first baseman, Vinny Esposito, bats against William Jessup University on March 10, 2015 at John Smith Stadium. The Hor- 
nets defeated the Warriors 4-1 in a nonconference game. Esposito, who is batting .231 this season, had four at-bats during the game, but no hits. 


By Kevin L. Shepherd 


@shepconnect 


The Sacramento State base- 
ball team faced its challenges 
in playing a season-high eight 
straight contests on the road be- 
tween March 31 and April 12. 

The Hornets (19-15, 7-5 West- 
er Athletic Conference) won 
three out of the eight contests to 
fall to 5-10 overall on the road 
this season. 

The trip occurred in two differ- 
ent time zones and saw the team 
play in three states. 

Less than stellar play, unchar- 
acteristic errors and inconsistent 
offense is what the team attri- 
butes to the poor results. They 


Rowing: 
Team will 
host NCAA 


title meet 
CONTINUED, B1 


will help his team get a better 
chance at winning their confer- 
ence title. 

“I think that one thing we 
struggled with in the past is im- 
proving our boat speed continu- 
ously,” Connors said. “I would 
like to see more individuals on 
our team step up and win spots. 
Rowing is kind of different; you 
have your top athletes move 
up and down into boat lineups 
based on how they’re doing.” 

There is a little more than a 
month left in the season, and 
Evers is ecstatic about the prog- 
ress made during the season. 

“TI am really proud of how we 
started this season and how we 
progressed each race so far, not 
only with speed but our racing 
technique,” Evers said. 

Gross is excited for conference 
championships, but knows how 
to improve. 

“For our whole team overall 
staying focused and intense, 
‘cause from past seasons we 
had problems when we get to a 
certain point where we’re good, 
but we should still be progress- 
ing, so I think as long we keep 
progressing and getting faster, 
then we’re going to finish our 
season stronger than we have in 
the last couple of years,” Gross 
said. 

The Hornets’ next race will 
be the Western Intercollegiate 
Rowing Association Champi- 
onships on April 25-26 at Lake 
Natoma. 


do not believe that being on 
opposing turf is what caused its 
recent struggles. 

“We did not represent our- 
selves well at times,” said coach 
Reggie Christiansen. “We still 
are learning that teams are ex- 
cited to play us because of our 
past success, and that we have 
to do the work to get to where 
we want to go.” 

The trip started positively with 
a 3-2 victory March 31 at Uni- 
versity of the Pacific. The team 
then made the trip north to face 
the Seattle University Red- 
hawks April 2-4. 

In being swept in Seattle, the 
Hornets dropped their first three 
league contests after a 6-0 start 


to conference play. 

After returning home for a few 
days, the team traveled near- 
by to face rival UC Davis on 
Wednesday, April 8. The Hor- 
nets’ 4-2 victory figured to have 
gained their confidence back 
before their final stage in the 
road trip. 

They settled into Orem, Utah 
to begin a three-game set with 
the Utah Valley University Wol- 
verines on Friday, April 10. 

Utah Valley took the first two 
contests in two high-scoring 
affairs that saw the Wolverines 
take advantage of some open- 
ings in the Hornets’ defense. 

The team appeared to be out 
of gas after playing seven away 


contests in 12 days. The first two 
games of the Utah Valley series 
saw starting pitchers Brennan 
Leitao and 
Sam Long un- 
characteristi- 


“The trip set a fire for 
us. We realize now that hits and three 


Sac State was able to salvage 
the road trip by taking game 
three of the series 13-2 behind 
a 15-hit attack 
led by three 


cally struggle we have nothing to RBIs apiece 
in a ‘stadium lose and everything to from Scotty 
that is hitter in.” Burcham and 
friendly. ooo Chris Lewis. 
“We were All three 
flat the games in the 
first cone -Justin Dillon. high-scoring 
games,” said series saw the 


starting pitch- 

er Justin Dil- 

lon. “Because of our road strug- 
gles, we were playing defensive 
instead of leaving it all on the 
field.” 


Pitcher 


winning team 
record 15 hits. 
Sac State took its frustrations 
of a long road trip out on the 
Wolverines, resulting in the 
game being called after seven 
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Sports 


road trip 


innings due to the mercy rule. 

“We were able to attack the 
fastball and kept adding more 
runs,” Burcham said. “If we 
play the way we played the last 
two days, we will win a lot of 
games.” 

The trip, lasting 13 calendar 
days, saw the Hornets go from 
first place in conference to be- 
ing currently tied for fifth place. 
Of the Hornets’ 15 remaining 
conference games, nine of them 
are on the road. 

Sac State’s lineup in the final 
game of the road trip had four 
freshman starters: designated 
hitter Devin Lehman, first base- 
man Vinny Esposito, second 
baseman Dan Deely and third 
baseman PJ Floyd. They each 
recorded a hit and an RBI in the 
contest. 

The Hornets believe that the 
road trip requires the biggest 


adjustment for the freshmen, 


because they are not used to 
playing so many away games. 

“Our freshmen are not accus- 
tomed to playing this many 
games in a season,” Christian- 
sen said. “This road trip forced 
them to grow a little, and I ex- 
pect that growth to continue.” 

Lehman, hitting in the number 
two spot of the Hornets’ lineup, 
recorded two hits and an RBI 
for a Hornets’ lineup trying to 
recapture its early season form. 

The Hornets also view the 
time away from Sacramento as 
a chance to bond with team- 
mates. The team conducts study 
sessions and team dinners to 
maintain camaraderie on the 
road, which can carry onto the 
field. 

“The trip set a fire for us,” Dil- 
lon said. “We realize now that 
we have nothing to lose and ev- 
erything to gain.” 

The team returns home with a 
contest against Pacific on April 
14, before resuming WAC play 
in hosting CSU _ Bakersfield 
April 17-19. 

The Hornets will then play 
a single road game April 21 at 
University of San Francisco. 

The statistics in this story re- 


flect the results after Sunday’ 


game against Utah Valley 


University. 
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Sacramento State’s softball team huddles up before a game against UC Davis on Wednesday, April 8, 2015 at Shea Stadium. The Hornets won the con- 
test 5-4. With a 10-2 start to the conference season, Sac State is tied for first place with nine league games left before the Big Sky Championship. 


Softball: Brooks stays undefeated in league contests © 


CONTINUED, B1 


The other seniors on the team 
are pitcher Caitlin Brooks and 
shortstop Paige Castro. 

Brooks has been a standout for 
Sac State during her collegiate 
career. In the past few seasons 
she has dominated Big Sky op- 
ponents with a combined record 
of 17-4. 

She said hosting the conference 
tournament in her senior sea- 
son would bring an opportunity 
to pitch in front of the Hornets’ 
fans. 


“A lot of us enjoy playing at 
home,” Brooks said. “We have 
our home crowd here with us the 
whole time. That’s been our goal 
the last couple of years since we 
entered the Big Sky, and I think 
this year is a perfect opportunity 
for us to be able to do that.” 

This season, Brooks carries a 
9-3 record with an ERA of 2.88 
and 105 strikeouts in 80 1/3 in- 
nings pitched. All of Brooks’ 
wins were complete games. 

On April 10, Brooks struck out 
a career-high 16 batters in an 
8-3 win over North Dakota. She 


was one strikeout shy of tying a 
school record for a seven-inning 
game (17). 

In conference, Brooks is unde- 
feated with a 5-0 record and was 
awarded Big Sky Pitcher of the 
Week twice this season on March 
9 and 30. She has received the 
award 11 times in her collegiate 
career. 

If the season was to end without 
a Big Sky title, Brooks said she 
will not consider the season as a 
failure. 

“T think just being able to play 
softball this last year with all [of 


the women] has been amazing,” 
Brooks said. “If things don’t 
happen like we plan, it will be all 
right [because] I will have all the 
memories to cherish.” 

Hornets’ coach Lori Perez con- 
siders this season special for the 
seniors because of their final 
chance to compete for a ring. 

“With the work they put in over 
a lifetime, you want it to go down 
right. You want it to be special, 
you want to play well and win 
a championship,” Perez said. “I 
think that’s extremely important 
to all of them to bring home a 


conference championship and 
it’s at the top of their list.” 

The Hornets’ next game is a 
nonconference road matchup 
against the University of the Pa- 
cific on Wednesday at 6 p.m. 
After, Sac “State will look to 
stay atop of the Big Sky stand- 
ings with an upcoming three- 
game home series against Idaho 
State in a battle for first place. 
The series will open up with a 
doubleheader on Friday, April 17 
at noon and 2 p.m. and conclude 
on Saturday April 18 at noon. 
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Big Sky honors Sac State runners, thrower 


By Jessica Plasencia 
@7_plasencia 


At the midway mark in the 
outdoor season for Sacramento 
State track and field, the team 
has received significant recog- 
nition with three Hornets being 
named the Big Sky Conference 
Athlete of the Week, including 
junior Chloe Berlioux and se- 
niors Caprice Powell and Zach 
Coniglio. 

Berlioux was named athlete 
of the’ week on March 24 after 
competing at the Sacramento 
State Hornet Invitational. Pow- 
ell was honored on April 1 for 
her performance at the Aztec 
Invitational, and Coniglio was 
awarded it on April 6 after com- 
peting in the Mondo Mid-Major 
Invitation- 
al at Hornet 
Stadium. 

Track and 


“All three of them are 
learning to be even 


in second place with a time 
of 4:24.14. These two times 
marked the fastest in the Big 
Sky in those events this year. 

“After the Hornet Invitation- 
al I was pretty happy with my 
performances, it was the first 
meet of the season,” Berlioux 
said. “Just to come out on the 
first meet, and feel good about 
breaking back-to-back [records] 
and have qualifying times for 
conference at the same time is a 
nice start to the season.” 

Senior Powell earned her hon- 
or after she ran 23.69 in the 
200-meter dash at the Aztec 
Invitational in San Diego on 
March 28. Powell also ran in the 
100-meter dash, finishing with a 
time of 11.83. Her performance 
in the 100-meter dash ranked 
second in the 
Big Sky this 
season. 
Coniglio 


field coach better Competitors, and threw 59 feet, 


Kathleen 


as the season unfolds, 4 !/4 


inch- 


Raske —_ €X-_ eyery experience helps °S during the 


pressed how 
it feels as a 
coach to see 
the athletes 
achieve _per- 
sonal records 
each week. 
“It’s a huge reward for all peo- 
ple who are invested ... always 
say that it’s a community and 
that we partner together to help 
each other,” Raske said. “For 
an individual athlete, you know 
there is a circle of support that 
helps that individual athlete. We 
are all obviously very excited to 
see them perform at their best 
and to achieve great things in 
their athletic careers. It is just a 


‘privilege and a pleasure for us 


coaches to see that unfold.” 

At the first home meet of the 
season, on March 21, Berlioux 
competed in the 800-meter run 
with a time of 2 minutes and 
10.55 seconds, placing first in 
the event. She achieved a career 
best with this time and moved to 
ninth in school history. 

In the 1,500-meter run at the 
Sacramento State Hornet In- 
vitational, Berlioux finished 


them to be even better 
competitors.” 


-Kathleen Raske, 
Track and field coach 


team’s first 
home meet on 
April 4 at the 
Mondo _Invi- 
tational. The 
senior—in his 
first shot put 
of the outdoor season—held the 
best distance in the event and 
took the lead in conference this 
season. 

The senior said he was content 
with his first performance and 
his ability to win his award. 

“It was a pretty good feeling,” 
Coniglio said. “I felt good that 
I could open up with a good 
enough mark to lead confer- 
ence right now in shot put and 
it is always a good feeling once 
you get Big Sky Athlete of the 
Week.” 

Raske shared what qualities 
she sees these three athletes 
possess that have helped them 
reach their success. 

“They’re dialed [in],” Raske 
said. “They are limiting dis- 
tractions in their lives. They are 
completely motivated ... They 
are ultimately so dialed in that 
they are putting every ounce of 
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energy and effort into becoming 
the. best they can be.” 

The second quality these ath- 
letes share, according to Raske, 
is being great competitors and 
being able to perform their best. 

“All three of them are learning 
to be even better competitors, 
and as the season unfolds, ev- 
ery experience helps them to be 


even better competitors,” Raske 


said. 

Track athletes practice Mon- 
day through Saturday and typi- 
cally have Sundays as recovery. 
Dedication, time and energy is 
crucial to the athletes in order to 
perform their best. 

“We run seven days a week,” 
Berlioux said. “We have two 
workouts a week and one of 
those days has to be on our 
own.” 

Coniglio also stated he practic- 
es every day for about two and 
a half hours. 

“TI do] a lot of drill work, a lot 
of throwing and a lot more drill 
work,” said Coniglio describing 
his practice routine. 

“It’s a hard grind and time 


management is a big deal as a 


student athlete in season in our 
sport,” Raske said. “They are 
putting in a lot of hours each 
week just in practice and when 
we travel there is a lot of hours 
with that.” 

Berlioux, Coniglio and Powell 
said they have worked out hard, 
which allowed them to start the 
season strong with solid per- 
formances in their respective 
events. 

“It is always great to be recog- 
nized,” said Raske in regards to 
the three athletes being named 
Big Sky Athlete of the Week. 
“They have the second half of 
the season and championship 
season coming up they’re 
going to be even better so I am 
really excited for them.” 

Sac State track and field will 
compete next at Mt. SAC Re- 
lays in Walnut, California on 
Thursday and Friday, April 16 
and 17. Then the team will then 
travel to Cerritos, California to 
compete in the Beach Invita- 
tional on Saturday, April 18. 
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Chioe Berlioux of Sacramento State leads the pack during the women’s 800-meter race on 
Saturday, March 21, 2015 at Hornet Stadium for the Sacramento State Hornet Invitational. 
Berlioux was named athlete of the week for her performance following this invitational. 


Golf: Women will polish their short game before conference play 
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ished shooting a 77-74-74-225. 
Palavivatana finished the tour- 
nament tied for 22nd place. 

“I felt I did pretty well,” Pa- 
lavivatana said. “I was pleased 
with the rounds I played. I’m al- 
ways trying to beat my last tour- 
nament, but it’s a good feeling 
going into conference knowing 
I have been consistent.” 

There is no doubt that Pala- 
vivatana and Sande have been 
leading the team this season, but 
the younger women have been 
placing well too. 

Despite freshman  Astha 
Madan ending the Cowgirl 
Classic tied for 71st place, she 
accomplished success early 
on this spring when she was 





crowned the medalist at the 
Matador Invitational on Feb. 11. 

Fellow freshman Katie Dun- 
away had a tough final regular 
season tournament, finishing 
tied for 97th. She has cracked 
into the top 10 twice this sea- 
son and her scoring average is 
78.17, which is the third best on 
the team. 

Chloe Bartek is the only soph- 
omore in the top five for Sac 
State. The underclassman fin- 
ished in 81st place, carding her 
lowest score on the third round 
of the Cowgirl Classic with a 
Ls: 

The Hornets have a much 
younger team than in the past 
with just one senior and one ju- 
nior competing on their travel- 
ing team. Palavivatana said the 
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Rockelle Sande gets ready to putt the ball on day one of 
the Sacramento State Invitational on Monday, March 16, 
2015 at Sierra View Country Club in Roseville, California. 


team has great chemistry. She 
and Sande said they are always 
there to support the younger 
women and give them any ad- 
vice they may 
need. 

“I feel confi- 
dent overall this 
is the team to 
potentially win 
conference,’ Pa- 
lavivatana said. 
Overall, coach 
David Suther- 
land feels that 
the team could 
have been more 
consistent in 
their last tour- 
nament and said he could have 
prepared them better for the 
tournament. 


“I’m always pleased with 
the rounds | played. I’m 
always trying to beat my 
last tournament, but it’s 
a good feeling going into 
conference knowing | 
have been consistent.” 


-Sagee Palavivatana, Vey 


“We weren’t very good the first 
day, [but] we were very good 
the last day,” Sutherland said. 
“Rockelle was _ exceptional. 
The team as 
a whole was 
very good the 
second day. 
I don’t know 
that I did a 
very good job 
preparing my 
team for the 
first day. I felt 
like it was a 
tricky 
golf course 
and we could 
have been 
better prepared for it.” 

Sutherland believes that they 
have achieved a lot in their 
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regular season and they have 
reached their goals they have 
set this year. 

Sande said her main focus 
coming into the Big Sky tourna- 
ment is to stay healthy and not 
overdo it. 

“Arizona’s weather is a lot dif- 
ferent than here, and I do not 
want to exhaust myself,” Sande 
said. “I think it is just important 
I stay mentally and physically 
prepared.” 

Palavivatana on the other hand 
plans to use her knowledge of 
the course and being a senior as 
an advantage. This will be her 
fourth time playing at the course 
because she was selected every 
year by Sutherland to play in the 
conference tournament. 

“I think it is important I have 


a game plan,” Palavivatana said. 
“IT can’t predict everything, but 
by predicting what I can do on 
the golf course will help me bet- 
ter prepare for that.” 

Sutherland plans to work with 
the women on their short game 
and ways to play efficiently for 
the tournament. He is confident 
in his team but knows it will 
not be an easy task with a lot 
of great teams competing in the 
event. 

“There are literally six or seven 
teams that can win and it’s hard 
to know who it’s going to be,” 
Sutherland said. “It’s not go- 
ing to be easy and it will come 
down to the last nine holes for 
whoever wins. I know that our 
gals are excited and feel good 
about it.” 
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VMen’s tennis sits fifth 


By Aaron Asmus 
@asmusshsports 


The Sacramento State men’s 
tennis team is going through a 
second straight season of deal- 
ing with injuries to core players, 
but is peaking at the right time 
with a 7-4 conference record 
heading toward the Big Sky 
Conference Tournament, which 
begins April 24. 

After winning three straight 
matches to start April, the Hor- 
nets lost 4-3 on Saturday in a 
road match at Portland State. 

Senior Marek Marksoo and ju- 
nior Niranjan Ram are two play- 
ers who have missed significant 
time due to injury this season 
and tested the depth on the Hor- 
nets’ roster. Marksoo missed 
from Feb. 14 to April 1, while 
Ram missed matches on March 
28, April 1 and April 11. 

Marksoo, since returning from 
injury, has competed in three 
doubles matches and two sin- 
gles matches. He has won one 
of his doubles matches with ju- 
nior Sean Kolar, lost one with 
Kolar, dropped Saturday’s sin- 
gles match at Portland State, 
and his other two matches went 
unfinished. 

But their injuries allowed some 
of the other players, who were 
not originally in Sac State’s top 
six singles, to compete. 

Junior Joaquin Marquez, since 
playing his first match of the 
season on March 7, has given 
a tremendous boost to the Hor- 
nets’ lineup. He has the best sin- 
gles record on the team with an 
9-3 record. 

Marquez was particularly im- 
pressive between March 28 and 
April 4 in singles, in which he 
went 3-0 against Saint Mary’s 
College, Northern Arizona 
University and the Universi- 
ty of Idaho. For his efforts, he 
was awarded the honor of Big 
Sky Men’s Tennis Player of the 


The State Hornet 


in 


Jost CARLOS MAGANA - THE STATE HORNET 


Junior Sean Kolar returns a volley against Northern Colorado on Wednesday, March 18, 
2015 at California State University. Kolar is 10-8 in singles matches this season. 


Week. Against Saint. Mary’s, he 
clinched the winning point in a 
third-set tiebreaker. 

“It’s huge for us to get a 
win like that,” Marquez said. 
“We’ve been struggling a bit, so 
it’s great to see us take it.” 

Freshman Christopher Clayton 
has continued to excel in both 
singles and doubles since play- 
ing his first match of the year 
on Feb. 17. He is 6-4 on the 
year in singles and has gone 8-5 
with fellow freshman Kasparas 
Zemaitelis. 

The team is now very experi- 
enced in dealing with is play- 
ing in closely contested match- 
es. Eight of the their last 12 
matches have been decided 4-3. 
The Hornets are 3-5 in those 
matches. 

Senior captain Tom Miller has 
been another crucial player for 


the Hornets in the second half 


of the season. After starting the 
year 1-7 in singles, Miller has 
been 8-5 since and had a three- 
match winning streak in singles 


Pree 


broken with his loss Saturday . 
to Ian Risenhoover of Portland 
State. 

Prior to the Hornets’ three- 
match win streak from April 1 


ee 
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to 4, they had gone on a road 
trip to play University of Mon- 
tana and Montana State and lost 
both matches 4-3. Miller felt 
that those losses will actually be 
beneficial for the team moving 
forward. 

“Those two losses might be 
the best thing to happen to us 
this season,” Miller said. “We 
can only learn from losing like 
that.” 

Senior Roy Brandys has taken 
over the No. | singles position 
since March 20 and has gone 
3-4 in that span. Brandys has re- 
mained one of the few constants 
in the lineup each week, with a 
record of 9-9 overall on the year 
and 7-3 in conference play. 

Kolar dealt with a minor inju- 
ry and missed the match against 
Saint Mary’s, but played in Sat- 
urday’s match at Portland State 
and is expected to be fully ready 
to go the rest of the season. Ko- 
lar is 10-8 overall on the year 
and 7-3 in conference play. 

The tournament is being held 
at Gold River Racquet Club on 
April 24. Coach Kevin Kurtz 
believes Sac State’s home-court 
advantage will be a positive. 

“Having the Big Sky in Sac 
gives us a pretty big advantage,” 
Kurtz said. 
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Bicyclists use special cream 
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for comfort 


Chamois cream is the magical cream for groin discomfort 


By Kellie McCown 
@kelliemccown200 


The weather is getting warmer 
and riders all across Sacramento 
State are pulling out their bicycles 
after a long winter hibernation. 
It's time for long rides, sunshine 
and the inevitable discomfort that 


comes with being in the saddle 
for longer than 10 miles. 

Every cyclist knows the feeling 
of saddle overexposure, and ev- 
ery activity has it's own set of em- 
barrassing and awkward physical 
ailments. In cycling, it’s the chaf- 
ing that surrounds the nether re- 
gions. 


The solution to this type of 
saddle discomfort is something 
that all riders use, but rarely talk 
about. 

Chamois (Sha-me) cream: the 
magical cream that will keep your 
bum feeling good in the saddle, 
and eliminate the chafing that will 
happen - because, it will happen. 


Chafing while riding has been a 
struggle since the early days of the 
wheel. What ancient cyclists used 
to resort to was the actual hide of 
a real chamois, a mountain goat 
that is now on the endangered 
species list. Eventually, a lotion 
was used to keep the leather sup- 
ple, resulting in today’s chamois 


cream. Every cyclist in the 20th 
century, recreational, novice and 
professional, is happy that the 
days of riding on animal fur is 
over. 

There is a certain etiquette that 
should be used when applying 
chamois cream, especially if you 
are on a group ride. 


PP Meee Chl atl Smitha ccib ce Onem plies hel men eC E TN mticm outta Ce 
chamois cream, try to avoid scooping it out of a tub. You never know where someone else’s hands have been. 


2. Discretion is the magic word: It is never OK to apply chamois cream in public. It takes a certain dance to get 
all the cream in all the right spots. It’s a solo dance and should be performed in private. If you absolutely must 
apply in front of a group, avoid eye contact at all cost. 


3. Wash your hands: It’s just like going to the bathroom. After sticking your hands down your pants, its the polite 
thing to do. 


CULTURE 1 


THE STATE HORNET 





Poet Brenda Hillman brings eco-consciousness 


By Monica Velez 
@monicavelez21 


Beautiful poetry lies within beautiful 
souls; poetry that transcends normal tradi- 
tions and creates art has the potential to im- 
pact what's happening in the world, splash- 
ing alongside the drought in California or 
the degradation of species. 

With the help of coordinator and profes- 
sor Joshua McKinney, for this year’s Fes- 
tival of the Arts at Sacramento State, poet 
Brenda Hillman visited the campus on 
April 9 with readings from a variety of her 
nine books and experiences advocating for 
ecological crises. 

Hillman’ book, “Seasonal Works with 
Letters on Fire,’ won the 2014 Interna- 
tional Griffin Poetry Prize. She has also 
won awards and fellowships from the Gug- 
genheim Foundation, the National Endow- 
ment for the Arts, the Bay Area’s Book Re- 
viewers Award, a Pushcart Prize and the 
Delmore Schwartz Memorial Award. 

“Tve read Brendas work for a quarter of a 
century at least, and I know her fairly well, 
shes marvelous, a marvelous poet, she’s 
marvelous with students and she’s arguably 
the leading eco-poet in the United States 
right now, McKinney said. 

Hillman read her poetry, making her vis- 
it more personal and intimate experience 
for the audience. A Sac State student taking 
McKinney's eco-poetics class this semester, 
Stuart L. Canton, enjoyed her Q&A at the 
end of her reading and talking to her after- 
ward. 

“It was really interesting, it was a great 
opportunity, Canton said. “She's promi- 
nent both as a poet and somebody who 
practices eco-poetry [...] its the kind of 
thing that you want to see at the Festival of 
the Arts, that exposure.” 

The ecological crisis the world has found 
itself slowly developing should not come as 
a surprise. Hillman continually talks about 
the problems and policies that plague our 
world through her poetry and through her 
activism, picketing and protesting, some- 
thing McKinney says he deeply respects 
about her. 

“The thing that sets Brenda apart, for me, 
is that Brenda probably does do some good 
through her writing, but she doesn't trust 
what I think, she goes out and protests and 
she pickets and she reads poems at protests 
and she gets knocked down by the cops, she 
puts her money where her mouth is you 
might say,’ McKinney said. 

Hillman is considered an eco-poet, a 





specialized type of genre in poetry that ex- 
plores the fine line of language related to 
our environment, pondering questions like: 
“How can poetry engage with a global eco- 
system under duress?” and “How do po- 
etic languages, forms, structures, syntaxes 
and grammars contend or comply with the 
forces of environmental disasters?” 

McKinney's eco-poetics syllabus asks 
students these questions in the class he is 
teaching this semester. 

“My interest was sparked by my own 
interest in nature, and also the question 
of, ‘can someone use writing to somehow 
make better or ameliorate this problem that 
we have, you know our ecological crisis that 
were in now, McKinney said. “Can writing 
do anything at all to help that, this is a big 
question and the answer to it may be no, 
but I think it's something that a writer has 
to think about if they're going to continue 
writing in the face of that disaster.” 

Hillman described how she knows that 
eco-poetics is not the factor that will change 
the crisis the world is in or change laws that 
can help the ecological factors, but that the 


genre can bring awareness and promote the 
actions that are needed. 


“I don't know if poetry itself has a real 
effect on public policy or law or anything 
like that,’ Hillman said. “[...] But I think it 
still matters that poets speak to public is- 
sues and to things that are going along with 
the world and that they keep their imagi- 
nations out there, and I think surprisingly 
enough some public figures actually care 
about poetry, it doesnt mean it’s going to 
change laws [...] but poetry and art belong 
alongside of those processes.” 

She said going to congress with informa- 
tion of what should be changed and why- 
especially in a group of young people- can 
scare them, posing a threat and working for 
change. 

“Hopefully she'll [Hillman] make them 
[students] want to read poetry and write 
poetry, and I would imagine that she would 
probably feel more successful if she could 
get people to write their congressman,’ 
McKinney said. 

Both Hillman and McKinney stress the 
place that we're in ghobally and environ- 
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mentally, and how the best way to start to 
fixing the problem is to get people to open 
their eyes and notice what is going on 
around them; just because we might not 
be as directly affected as other countries 
doesnt mean we dont have a problem. 

“I do think we are in a really serious 
place environmentally and globally, and all 
you need to do is take the temperature in 
California to understand that we're about to 
run out of water,’ McKinney said. “I think 
people need to be mindful of that and think 
about ways, if you're a writer you can find 
ways to work that every day reality into 
your work [...] if nothing else will open 
your own eyes into the situation that we're 
in, which is a start I suppose to fixing it.” 

Hillman ended her reading with dedicat- 
ing a poem to the audience, “After a Long 
Beautiful Day” and took the time to sign 
everybody's books and talk with students, 
alumni and anybody else who attended. 

“Remember, you can do anything you 
want in your poems,’ Hillman said. 


CULTURE 2 





(Above) Marc E. Bassy performs his lyrical story telling at the 
Sacramento State Hip-Hop Concert on Thursday, April 9, 2015. 


(Right) Sage the Gemini performs at Sacramento State’s Hip-Hop By Jennie Tracik 
Concert on Thursday, April 9, 2015. @jenniecircus 
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The Sleeprockers open up the Hip Hop Concert at Sac State by laying down some beats on Thursday April 9, Sage the Gemini reaches out to audience 
2015. The Sleeprockers were one of the opening performances for Sage the Gemini. members during his performance on April 9, 2015. 
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By Brandie Maguire 
@brandiemmag 


The Animation Appreciation Club cel- 
ebrates cartoons, animation and video 
games during its weekly meetings. The club 
has the ability to analyze animation and 
relevant topics seriously, but also finds a 
way to bring humor and personality into 
the discussions. 

Club president and founder Carlos 
Alfaro began the club under the name “My 
Little Pony Interest Club,’ but changed 
the name to the “Animation Appreciation 
Club,’ in fall 2014 because he felt the name 
more accurately described the clubs activi- 
ties. 

“We changed the name so we would have 
a greater scope of things to talk about,’ 
Alfaro said. 

He did not want the members to feel 
limited in what they could share or discuss 
during meetings. 

“That way we can [have] members par- 
ticipate and contribute,’ Alfaro said. 

During the meeting, Alfaro discussed re- 
branding and re-organizing how the meet- 
ings will be held for the rest of this semes- 
ter and next semester, which will be when 
Alfaro graduates. 

He explained how the meetings will be 
structured, with a 30-minute segment 
dedicated to watching an animated show, 
a 15-minute discussion of the show and 
more time dedicated to club member pre- 
sentations on various animation-related 
topics. 

Alfaro said presenting animation shows 
is a fun and easy way for new and current 
members to learn about animation. 

“We can appreciate the animation or ap- 
preciate its mistakes,’ Alfaro said. 

There is no required level of animation 
or cartoon knowledge required to partici- 
pate in the discussions. 

The club members are very open and ac- 
cepting of everyone’s contributions to the 
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Members of the Animation Appreciation club pose in front of a TV displaying My 
Little Pony. The club was originally named after the animated cartoon. 


discussions and provide a comfortable and 
safe environment for students to voice their 
thoughts. 

Shaun Lin, a mechanical engineering 
major, enjoys club meetings and has been a 


member for about a year. 


“We usually just joke around; it’s not 
much of a club if there is not a joyful ele- 
ment,’ Lin said. 

Jackson Montera, an accounting major, 


also feels the club is a fun and open place 
that is welcoming to new people and ideas. 

“It's a really cool club with really cool 
people; Montera said. “It's really interest- 
ing how people present cartoons and let us 
think about it in ways we hadn't.” 

Alfaro believes the discussions should 
follow the interests of the club members in- 
stead of classroom lecture style. 

“The goal of the club was to discuss the 
show [My Little Pony] but it has grown to 
[discussions about] animation and other 
topics,’ Alfaro said. 

Jeremy Tom, a computer science major, 
makes his own animations and feels the 
club has expanded his own knowledge of 
cartoons and animation. 

“They bring in different topics, some I've 
never heard of; Tom said. “It's good to hear 
something new about animation.” 

Jason Chiu, a computer engineering ma- 
jor, likes discussing animation although he 
has not produced his own animation yet. 

“More consumer than creator, Chiu 
said in regards to his animation interest. “I 
come here because we discuss all kinds of 
animation, [especially] new animation.’ 

Jeremy Smith, an accounting major, has 
a personal interest in the creation of ani- 
mation and enjoys being part of a club that 
focuses on animation elements and topics. 

“I love cartoons and animation,’ Smith 
said. “I respect all the time and work, espe- 
cially when it comes out really good.” 

The love for the club and the animation 
is obvious in the discussions and how the 
members relate to one another. During 
their meeting on April 10, the members 
showed an episode of My Little Pony and 
discussed topics like Pokemon, animatics 
and of course, My Little Pony. 

Alfaro said anyone with an interest in 
cartoons or animation can drop by one of 
their meetings. 

“The more members we get, the more we 
can succeed and be more dynamic,’ Alfaro 
said. 
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By Marissa Montoya 
@mamalou823 


Many cities all over the world 
now celebrate lesbian, gay, bisex- 
ual and transgender identities and 
issues with PRIDE week festivities 
that include parades, workshops, 
film festivals and other activities. 

PRIDE parades began in June 
of 1970 in New York as a way to 
commemorate the Stonewall riots 
of the previous year when police 
raided a gay bar- Stonewall Inn- 
causing members of the LGBT 
community to riot for a week. 

While PRIDE weeks are typi- 
cally celebrated in June to pay 
homage to the Stonewall riots, 
members of the Sacramento State 
community celebrate PRIDE 
week April 13-25 since classes are 
not in session in June. 

Indiana Womack, a junior ma- 
joring in psychology with a minor 
in biology is a student assistant in 
the Womens Resource Center and 
a member of the CSUS Rainbow 
Alliance, described PRIDE as a 
time to celebrate the diversity and 
variety of people who share the 
earth. 


“It is an opportunity to shake 
off the shame and secrecy that 
used to be attached to the LGBT 
community, Womack said. “For 
people who arent queer, trans or 
another part of the LGBT com- 
munity, PRIDE week is an oppor- 
tunity to get to know us and our 
cultures. It's a great way to learn 
about other people.” 

Donovan McKinley, a junior 
majoring in family studies and a 
student assistant in the PRIDE 
Center, agreed that while PRIDE 
week is meant to celebrate how far 
the LGBT community has come, 
there are still many issues affect- 
ing the LGBT community that 
arent being discussed enough; 
such as homelessness, job dis- 
crimination and violence against 
the LGBT community. 

“Barriers, I personally have had 
to overcome, are having to de- 
bunk stereotypes placed upon us 
by a hetero-normative society,’ 
McKinley said. “T feel like I have 
to show that being a gay male is 
just one part of my whole identity, 
it doesn't define me.” 

Chris Kent, a graduate student 
studying history and the program 


coordinator for the PRIDE Cen- 
ter and Womens Resource Cen- 
ter, agreed that the taboo around 
the behaviors of LGBT people 
transfers into speculation of the 
sexual activities of LGBT people. 

Kent also acknowledged the 
violence that exists against the 
LGBT community. 

“I’ve almost been the victim of 
violence by a group of guys who 
wanted to beat me up because of 
my identity years ago at a party. 
That was such a close call for me,’ 
recalled Kent. “But I also recog- 
nize that my experiences are a 
lot different from other folks. I’ve 
had a lot of privilege in my expe- 
riences being white, middle class, 
cisgender and masculine-present- 
ing. I think it is important to real- 
ize that.” 

Discussions about these types 
of violence issues, and much 
more, will be held at PRIDE week 
events such as the week-opening 
discussion “Diversity of Queer- 
ness, which was held Monday, 
April 13 from 12-2 p.m. 

McKinley explained that he is 
most excited about the “#Queer- 
Hornets: I Celebrate Myself” 
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PRIDE week focuses on inclusion for all 


Barriers, I personally have had to overcome, are 


having to debunk stereotypes placed upon us by a 


hetero-normative society. 


- Donovan McKinley, 


student assistant, PRIDE Center 


campaign because the Rainbow 
Alliance- formerly Queer-Straight 
Alliance- is involved once again 
after taking a break for one se- 
mester. 

Kent is eager for the “Radical 
Craftivism” stencil-making work- 
shop on Friday, April 17 and the 
showing of the film “Intersexion,” 
which focuses on people who are 
intersex, which aired on Tuesday, 
April 14. 

While there are popular aware- 
ness events such as the “Out of 
the Darkness Walk,” a suicide pre- 
vention fundraiser on Thursday, 
April 16, and “Day of Silence Pic- 
nic on the Quad” on Friday, April 
17. Other events include a bingo 


night hosted by drag queens, 
screening of the film “Rent” and 
a discussion about same-sex mar- 
riage and the Supreme Court. 

Womack is very enthusias- 
tic about the event “SEX-ABLE: 
Queer Women’s Safer Sex Work- 
shop, which she is leading with 
the help of Dr. Patty Woodward- 
known for her “Where's My Or- 
gasm?” talk on Thursday, April 
16. 

More information about PRIDE 
week events can be found on the 
PRIDE center website at www. 
csus.edu/pride or visit the Sacra- 
mento State PRIDE center Face- 
book page. 


New music service will cost users and artists 


By Claudia Rivas 
@cloudiarosa828 


In a world where streaming mu- 
sic is the new normal, are priced 
services able to thrive against it’s 
comparable competitors which 
offer free platforms, such as Spo- 
tify, Pandora and YouTube? 

Rap mogul Jay-Z is attempting 
to combat these free music servic- 
es with his new music-streaming 
platform, Tidal. 

Tidal’s website explains it as the 
first of its kind to offer high fidel- 
ity sound quality, high definition 
music videos and expertly-curat- 
ed editorials. 

The service costs $19.99 per 
month and does not offer a free 
option. 

Though it attempts to be inven- 
tive and innovative, much of the 
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public is backlashing for multiple 
reasons: price, morals, and au- 
thenticity. When asked how Tidal 
is going to affect young adult's 
perspectives, Sacramento State 
student Andrew Pasquini had a 
definite opinion. 

“I like Imagine Dragons,’ Pas- 
quini said. “I could buy their al- 
bum once and then it would be 
mine, as for if I went to Tidal | 
would have to continue paying 
for that specific album more than 
once even if I could either pay for 
it once or get it free on other mu- 
sic services.” 

Pasquini represents most when 
saying that none want to pay for 
music, especially young people. 
Having a service that costs a high 
price with no free option is tough 
to gain appeal, unless a revolu- 
tionary idea. 
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Despite the celebrities showing 
support on Twitter and other so- 
cial media platforms, musicians 
such as Madonna, Rihanna, and 
Kanye West are skeptical of Tidal's 
functionality and necessity. 

With the high cost of a Tidal 
subscription, this has the abil- 
ity to tempt a wide range of audi- 
ences into using piracy sites for 
music again, recalling back to an 
era when Napster, Limewire, and 
Megashare thrived. 

Sac Sate student Joshua Rios 
supports this notion. 

“People would much rather 
have free music and have less 
sound quality for the quantity of 
music able to gain access to, rather 
than the opposite,’ Rios said. “For 
me, I believe people wont give in 
to it because there may be no no- 
ticeable difference in sound qual- 


ity, especially since there are many 
other ways to access music on free 
platforms.’ 

Jay-Z hosted a meeting in Los 
Angeles last month to discuss his 
new service. In attendance were 
Kanye West, Rihanna, Madonna, 
Coldplay’ Chris Martin, Jack 
White, Daft Punk, Nicki Minaj 
and Beyoncé, among others. 

At the meeting the artists dis- 
cussed methods to gain profit 
from distributing their own work 
and concentrated on topics such 
as videos, artists’ rights, and how 
music has been damaged by mas- 
sive commercialism. 

What Tidal lacks is the amount 
of preference that free music apps, 
websites and services already pro- 
vide: original content. 

Sac State KSSU DJ Josue Alva- 
rez Mapp explained how the pop- 


ular artists backing Tidal do not 
convince people such as himself 
about the cause. 

“These artists such as Kanye 
West or Deadmau5 are popu- 
lar and have talents in their own 
right, but lack the creativity they 
once had when they first started, 
now their music is still huge but 
it is not revolutionary or ground- 
breaking like it was before,’ said 
Mapp. 

Mapp believes Tidal does not 
offer anything original and is un- 
able to provide functions that au- 
diences cannot already gain any- 
where else. 

Regardless of the abundant 
skepticism from the masses, only 
time will prove whether Tidal re- 
sults into a success or becomes a 
million dollar failure. 


Sac State alumnus Mir. 
Hooper raps about life 


By Pornmanus Saetae 
@iicicles 


Wednesdays Nooner came 
in the form of local Sacramento 
award-winning hip hop artist Mr. 
Hooper and his band on April 8. 

Hooper, who attended Sacra- 
mento State in 1993, fell in love 
with making music at the age of 
eight. 

“My brother was a DJ and there 
was always a lot of music around 
the house;’ Hooper said. 

He got his start as a human 
beat box, attributing his musical 
influences to Doug E. Fresh and 
Buff, the human beat box, but he 
stepped his foot in the rap world 
when he heard Rakim. 

“He was really poetic, really lyr- 
ical and really smooth,’ Hooper 
said. 

Rakim’s influence is noticeable 


in Hooper's style of rapping. 

The first song performed at the 
Nooner, “Snakes,” contains lyrics 
about trying to stay up while peo- 


ple attempt to bring you down. 

Hooper also takes great pride 
in being an artist from Sacramen- 
to, writing a song called “Nine 
One Six.’ 

“I was born in San Francisco 
and moved here at 11, Hooper 
said. “It took a long time for me to 
accept Sac as home.” 

The lyrics to the song mention 
how, no matter where he goes, this 
city is always in his heart. 

Hooper does more than rap 
about his hometown. 

His lyrics also send messages 
about the issues of society, a rar- 
ity that’s sometimes hard to find 
in mainstream rap songs heard on 
the radio. 

“Tve been playing with him for 
a few years and I really like his 
message to the audience,’ said 
Zach Watkins, keyboard player 
for Hooper’s band and a gradu- 
ate student at Sac State. “He talks 
about improving yourself, mak- 
ing things better and raising con- 
sciousness.” 


In one of his songs, he even 
raps about what he would one 
day want to tell a special girl and 
encourages the audience to do 
something creative for someone 
they love. 

“I like that he was interacting 
with the audience and how well 
he raps,’ said Jessenia Jimenez, a 
student at Sac State. 

Having been in the music in- 
dustry for so long, Hooper advises 
aspiring hip hop artists to not cave 
in to the pressures of the industry 
and to do what they feel is best for 
themselves. 

“Dont feel like you have to 
do what they want you to do; be 
yourself? Hooper said. 

With a career that only seems 
to be rising, Hooper spoke of a 
personal motto that he believes in 
whenever the road gets hard. 

“Not finish, just begun,’ Hooper 
said. “It's in a poem my grandfa- 
ther wrote, it’s what I feel like I'm 
always doing.” 
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Mr. Hooper performs a set for the Nooner hosted by the Unique 
program on Wednesday, April 8, 2015 in the University Union. 


Mr. Hooper performs a set for the Nooner, Wednesday April 8, 2015 in the University Union Redwood Room. The set included hip-hop music backed by a live band. 
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